
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 91-090
NPDES NO. CA0004910

AMENDING WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

THE DOW CHEMICAL COMPANY
WESTERN DIVISION, PITTSBURG PLANT
PITTSBURG, CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region
(hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. This Board, on June 21, 1989, adopted Waste Discharge Requirements, Order
No. 89-093, for The Dow Chemical Company, Western Division (hereinafter
called the discharger). Order No. 89-093 regulates the discharger's
wastewater discharges to New York Slough. The Board amended the order on
December 12, 1990 by adoption of Order No. 90-151 granting an extension
to a compliance date contained in Order No. 89-093.

2. The discharger currently manufactures latex, agricultural chemicals,
fumigants, fungicides, and chlorinated solvents. The discharger also
conducts chemical development research, treats raw water and sanitary
wastes, and generates both electricity and steam at the discharger's
Pittsburg Plant.

3. Scope of Permit Amendment: This amendment affects two of the three
wastewater streams regulated: Waste 001 and 003. It modifies the
definition of Waste 001 and Waste 003 to reflect changes which have and
will take place, and more significantly, it replaces the nickel effluent
limit for Waste 003 with an interim limit and compliance time schedule.

4. In general, Finding 4.a of Order No. 89-093 defines Waste 001 as
consisting of process wastewaters and stormwater runoff from certain
areas of the facility (Figure 1). Currently, treatment consists of pH
adjustment and clarification in an unlined pond.

5. Finding 4.c. of Order No. 89-093 defines Waste 003 as treated wastewaters
from the groundwater treatment plant. The wastewaters consist of
contaminated groundwater, and other minor waste streams generated onsite.
The treatment plant currently utilizes steam stripping, pH adjustment,
filtration and activated carbon adsorption.

6. Waste 001 and 003 are discharged through a combined outfall (E-001/E-003)
in New York Slough at a point approximately 100 feet offshore at a depth
of 25 feet.

7. The effluent limits contained in Order No. 89-093 for Waste 003 include
the Basin Plan Table IV-l metals limits, specifically, a limit for nickel
of 71 ug/1. In September 1991, the discharger violated this limit for
nickel. The discharger has determined that the sources are a heat
exchanger in the system, and the contaminated groundwater. since
discovery of the problem, the discharger has not discharged Waste 003
except during short periods in March, April and May of 1991.

8. By letter dated April 26, 1991, the discharger requested an 18-month
compliance schedule for nickel to allow them to operate the treatment
plant and continue remediation of the groundwater contamination at the
site. During this time, the discharger intends to evaluate treatment
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